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Cinematic Description for “The Janitor”
About the clip

I was contacted by the film’s director, Andy Signore (“Flickheads”) about writing an original song for a barroom scene where the protagonist rips off a guy’s hand and beats him with it.  At the time they were using Tammy Wynette’s “Stand By Your Man” as a scratch track.
Main Challenge

The biggest challenge was writing a country tune with a sentimentality that authentically matched the genre.  The idea was that any humor should not come from the song itself, but should spring out of context.
The Song

I like to think that I composed a good chord progression and melody line that would sound like a classic country tune ballad, and that wrote lyrics that were appropriately longing for a masculine ideal that has been lost, thus bringing out the humor of the scene by taking a serious approach.

Getting Help

I knew I really needed to get some good talent to make the song convincing.  I tracked down an LA singer I was nuts about years ago named Julie Christensen, who lives in Ojai and graces multiple Leonard Cohen albums with her voice.  She was really professional and easy to work with (it helped that she was so talented that she nailed every line on the first takes) and I would recommend her to any other composers seeking voice talent for music (www.stonecupid.com).
For the pedal steel licks I found a local (Long Beach) musician named Chris Allen Burke, who I would also heartily recommend, though he has since left the area for parts unknown.

Lyrics

Verse 1

It’s hard to find a man who still believes in honor

Who’ll hold you tight the whole night through

Who’ll stay through rain and thunder

Never tear asunder a love that’s new

And a heart that’s true
These tears are fallin down like rain so late at night

Lonliness is now my sole embrace

And now it wraps its arms around me

Now that it’s bound me to this place - without your face

Chorus 1

Take my hand and I will try to understand

I’ll just cry a little, die a little more

There’s no use pretending that you’re by my side

With your lovin’ arms around me and your voice so sweet

I’m on my feet

Verse 2

The winter fades and though the days are getting longer

As cold as ice my heart remains and the

Sun tries hard to cheer me, but without you near me

It still rains – can’t stop the pain

I try to fill the empty space so deep inside me

But everywhere I see your face

So I’ll have another drink and cry

Wish that I had wings to fly away – and still I pray

Chorus 2

Take my arms and I will do you no more harm

I;’ll just cry a little, die a little more

There is no use pretending that you’re by my side

With your loving arms around me with your voice so sweet – I’m on my feet

Take my hand and I will try to understand you and 

Wash away the sorrow that you do

How will I ever – mend what you’ve severed

You’ve torn apart this achin heart
